ENVISIONING THE GRADUATE OF THE FUTURE:

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IF YOUR STUDENT ASKED:

o \.

WHY AM |
EVEN HERE? .
WHAT'S THE POINT
OF HIGH SCHOOL
ANYWAYS?

YOU'RE IN SCHOOL
SO THAT YOU CAN
GET INTO COLLEGE
AND GET A 6GOOD JOB

SOMETIMES IT JUST
FEELS LIKE I'M
HERE BECAUSE
IT'S THE LAW.

| FEEL LIKE

| DON'T
LEARN ANYTHING
THAT ACTUALLY
MATTERS

AS A TEACHER, I'M
ALWAYS CONFLICTED
ABOUT HOW TO ANSWER

THIS QUESTION.

TO FIND
YOUR

EVEN IN ONE SCHOOL OR
COMMUNITY, THERE CAN BE MANY
ANSWERS TO THIS STUDENT'S
QUESTION ABOUT THE PURPOSE
OF HIGH SCHOOL

passion’ /N

TO LEARN TO
COLLABORATE
WITH OTHERS

TO LEARN TO
SOLVE COMPLEX
PROBLEMS IN
CREATIVE WAYS

TO LEARN

FOUNDATIONAL
KNOWLEDGE

IN DIVERSE FIELDS

WITH SO MANY IDEAS ABOUT WHAT
HIGH SCHOOL SHOULD PREPARE
STUDENTS TO KNOW AND
BE ABLE TO DO, HOW DO WE
ACKNOWLEDGE THESE PERSPECTIVES?

AND ONCE WE DECIDE ON OUR
SCHOOL'S TOP PRIORITIES, HOW DO WE
COMMUNICATE THEM SO THAT ANYONE

IN THE COMMUNITY --PARENTS,
STUDENTS, LOCAL BUSINESS LEADERS,

ETC.-- FEELS THAT HIGH SCHOOL IS
PURPOSEFUL AND RELEVANT?

ONE WAY TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS IS TO
DEVELOP A GRADUATE PROFILE

A GRADUATE PROFILE IS A
COLLECTION OF CAPABILITIES
OR QUALITIES THAT
CHARACTERIZE THE GRADUATES
OF YOUR HIGH SCHOOL

A GRADUATE PROFILE HELPS ANSWER...

WHAT SHOULD GRADUATES
OF MY HIGH SCHOOL
BE ABLE TO 007

HOW WILL THEY
VIEW THEMSELVES?

WHAT SHOULD THEY
KNOW OR
UNDERSTAND?

WHAT WOULD MAKE
THEIR COMMUNITY
PROVD?

WHAT ARE THEY
READY TO DO?




THERE ARE TWO MAIN
REASONS WE THINK YOU
AND YOUR SCHOOL
SHOULD CONSIDER DEVELOPING
A GRADUATE PROFILE

Sy}
i , THIS IS A CHANCE TO ASK THE ENTIRE COMMOUNITY
--FROM STUDENTS, TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND
SCHOOL STAFF TO PARENTS, LOCAL BUSINESS LEADERS
AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS-- WHAT THEY EXPECT
FROM HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER HOW YOUR SCHOOL
CURRENTLY COMMUNICATES ITS EXPECTATIONS FOR
GRADUATES, EVEN IF IT'S NOT EXPLICIT

A CURRICULUM THAT BUILDS UP TO END-OF-THE-YEAR
PRESENTATIONS OF INDEPENDENT STUDENT PROJECTS
CAN SHOW THAT A SCHOOL VALUES CREATIVITY AND INITIATIVE

THAT STUDENTS ARE GOOD TEST-TAKERS

FOR EXAMPLE, SPENDING TIME AND FUNDS ON STANDARDIZED TEST
PREPARATION MIGHT COMMUNICATE THAT IT'S A PRIORITY

YOUR GRADUATE PROFILE CAN HELP YOU FOCUS
IMPROVEMENT AND INNOVATION EFFORTS BY PROMPTING
THE QUESTION, "HOW DOES WHAT WE'RE PROPOSING,
OR WHAT WE'VE ALREADY BEEN DOING, ALIGN WITH
WHAT WE'VE PRIORITIZED IN OUR PROFILEZ"

THAT ONCE YOU HAVE DEVELOPED A
GRADUATE PROFILE, IT CAN SERVE AS A
TOUCHSTONE FOR SCHOOL INNOVATION!

WHEN SCHOOLS TRY TOO MANY THINGS TO
KEEP UP WITH TRENDS, IT'S OFTEN UNCLEAR
TO STAFF, STUDENTS AND PARENTS HOW
THE NEW INITIATIVES ARE RELEVANT

WHO YOU HOPE YOUR STUDENTS WILL BECOME

TO LEARN MORE,

THE GRADUATE PROFILE IS A TOOL ENROLL IN

THAT WILL HELP YOU COMMUNICATE WHAT
YOU THINK THE PURPOSE
OF HIGH SCHOOL 1S BY COMMUNICATING

"WHAT'S THE POINT=" IS A SCARY
QUESTION, BUT IT'S ONE THAT
EOUCATORS MUST ASK REGULARLY
TO KEEP SCHOOL EFFECTIVE AND RELEVANT

SECONDARY SCHOOL.
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